MD test method Samples were vigorously vortexed to release material from the swab and 0.5 ml of the vortexed sample was transferred to a micro-centrifuge tube containing 0.5 ml of distilled water and centrifuged for 10 minutes at 13,000 rpm in a MSE Micro Centaur centrifuge. The supernatant was discarded and the remaining "pellet" re-suspended in 1 ml of distilled water. The tubes were then vortexed to break up the "pellet" and centrifuged for a further 10 minutes at 13,000 rpm. Again the supernatant was removed leaving ,l, enough to give a slightly milky suspension after vortexing. The larger the deposit the greater the suspension fluid required to avoid the subsequent transfer of excessive material for examination. Five microlitres of the suspension were placed onto a spot on a 15 spot slide (Multispot microscope slides, Hendley Essex, Loughton, Essex) and allowed to air dry at room temperature prior to fixing in methanol for 10 minutes. To avoid the possibility of cross contamination of consecutive wells, only alternate wells were used, thereby employing only 8 Comparison with culture of the MD test gives a sensitivity of 90.6%; specificity of 96-8%; positive predictive value of 74 3% and negative predictive value of 99% for the MD test.
In reality the sensitivity may be higher than this: the case notes of those patients reported as MD positive/culture negative were examined and three were found to have C trachomatis culture positive contacts; thus three of the discrepant results may represent false negative culture results rather than false positive MD results. This may possibly be due to problems inherent in transporting viable specimens for culture from a peripheral unit.
Comparing with confirmed ELISA results, the MD test has a sensitivity of 100% and a specificity of 98.8%, positive predictive value of 78-5% and negative predictive value of 100%. The MD test with an overall sensitivity greater than 90% and specificity greater than 95%, compares favourably with other chlamydial diagnostic techniques. It has the advantage that specimens are readily stored for "batch" testing which is both time saving and a more cost effective routine. It 
